
Robert Francis Groshon
March 4, 1924 - May 17, 2016

Robert Francis "Bob" Groshon, Sr., age 92, of Denver, NC, died on May 17,
2016 at Presbyterian Hospital in Huntersville, NC. He was born on March 4,
1924 in Washington, D.C. to Eugene and Louise Groshon. He was
predeceased by his mother and father and step-father, Howard G. Brooks, as
well as his brother, Eugene Groshon, Jr. Robert grew up in Washington, D.C.
and attended Holy Name Catholic Elementary School and St. Pauls Academy
High School where he graduated in 1942. He married Frankie Thompson from
Newberry, SC on June 28, 1947 at Holy Name Church in N.E. Washington,
D.C. Robert served his country for four years in the U. S. Navy and five years
in the U. S. Navy Reserve. During World War II he served aboard the light
cruiser U.S.S. Miami which participated in major campaigns in the Pacific in
the Third and Fifth Fleets. He earned the following ribbons and medals:
American Campaign, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign with six battle stars, Philippine
Liberation with two battle stars, Navy Combat Action, National Defense
Service and Good Conduct. From an early age, Robert wanted a career as a
firefighter after hearing family stories about his great grandfather, Joseph
Daniels, one of Washington, D.C.’s first career firefighters who lost his life in
August 1882 when the steam fire engine 3 that he was driving capsized while
responding to a school fire. After his active military service, he entered the fire
service and was a career firefighter in the suburbs of Washington, D.C. at
Bethesda, Silver Spring, and Chevy Chase Maryland fire departments. He
later joined the Arlington, Virginia fire department where he served for 24



years becoming that department’s fire chief in 1973. During corresponding
years he was a member of volunteer fire departments at Hyattsville and
Rockville in Maryland and Jefferson Fire Department in Fairfax County,
Virginia. In 1978 he joined the South Carolina Fire Academy as a Program
Specialist. He was a state-certified instructor for the states of Virginia, North
Carolina, and South Carolina. He also taught training classes for over 40
years in Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, West Virginia,
Illinois, and Florida. He was a life member of the International Association of
Fire Chiefs, the Southeastern Association of Fire Chiefs, and the State Fire
Chiefs of Virginia. Robert is survived by his devoted wife and friend, Frankie;
daughter, Michele Lail of Denver, NC; son, Robert Groshon, Jr. of Oklahoma
City, OK; and, son, John LeBaron (Baron) Groshon of Huntersville, NC, nine
grandchildren, and six great grandchildren. Robert was a member of St.
Therese Catholic Church in Mooresville, NC for thirty-two years and was a life
member of the Knights of Columbus with membership in K.O.C. Council 7406
in Mooresville, NC. Because of his advanced age, he had recently been
attending Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Denver, NC with his daughter,
Michele. Viewing will be at Cavin-Cook Funeral Home, 494 E. Plaza Drive,
Mooresville, NC 28115 from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm on Sunday, May 22, 2016. A
Requiem Mass will be held on Monday, May 23, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. at St.
Therese Catholic Church at 217 Brawley School Road in Mooresville, NC
28117. Burial will follow at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Lincolnton. In lieu of
flowers, memorials may be made to Knights of Columbus Council #7406 for
charitable purposes.
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David Anderson - June 06, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Chief Groshon was the ACFD Training Officer when I wasa recruit in
that fire department. I left that department later,and last met him at
the FDIC when it was in Cincinnati. Iremember a quiet man, full of
knowledge and a spirit for sharing; an exemplar of what it means to
be a "good man".He rests with God now.

May 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Uncle Bob's visits to our house in Hyattsvile, MD were always filled
with stories, laughter and slide shows. His later visits to our
Gaithersburg house are equally cherished. He will always be in my
heart. Sincerest condolences to Frankie, Bob, Michelle, Baron,
Courtney and your families. Love to you always.
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Evie Fletcher - May 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

May the Lord bless you and fill your family with loving memories
always.

Jim Mastin - May 21, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Thanks Chief Groshon for all you did for us as students in your
classes! I always looked up to you and tried to heed your advice. I
am sure you are swapping stories with the likes of Bill Spalding and
Sony Flynn just to name a few! RIP Chief!

Pat Nichols - May 21, 2016 at 12:00 AM

My condolences to the family and Arlington Fire. We have lost two
of the best trainers in Chief Groshon and Chief Gaines this year.
Today's instructors have huge boots to fill.

Stephen A. Heitzler - May 21, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Chief,I was in your first class when you made Batt'n. Chief. Your
knowledge and humor kept 'Rookie' School lively, interesting and
enjoyable, Rest-in-Peace with our Lord good friend.Stephen A.
Heitzler, Fredericksburg, Va.

May 20, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Baron, Cindy and Family, We are so sorry to hear about the death
of your Dad. With a family with many firefighters, they hold a special
place in my heart. He must have been a wonderful man. Our
prayers are with you all. Beth & Mark Plummer
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Edwin Kibler - May 20, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Chief Groshon was a good friend and an icon to the fire service. He
will be greatly missed.

May 20, 2016 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with each of you in your time of
sorrow. May God comfort you now and each day that lies before
you.

Ronnie (Sheehy) Paton - May 20, 2016 at 12:00 AM

The light of your soul will forever shine in my heart and fill it with
love and laughter.

Judy Brewer - May 20, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Rest in peace, Bob. You led a good life.

Richard W Harris - May 18, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Chief Groshon was a fine gentleman and a icon in the fire service in
Virginia. He taught classes at the Kenbridge Virginia Fire Station
and I worked with him on various committees over the years. I have
great respect for him and will forever hold him in my memory.

Benny Clark - May 18, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Chief Groshon was a firemans fireman. Special mentor and good
friend. Will be missed by the fire service.


