
Ralph Linwood Sparrow, Jr.
February 27, 1937 - June 18, 2024

Reverend Ralph Linwood Sparrow Jr., of Mooresville, NC, went to be with the
Lord on Tuesday, June 18th. 

 

Ralph was a graduate of Mooresville High School, Class of 1955. From there
he went to Chicago, IL to DeVry Technical Institute earning a certification in
Television/Radio Repair and Communications. Ralph then worked for
Ledbetter Television in Charlotte and afterwards for the WMIT radio station as
an announcer and engineer. While in this position he lived on top of
Clingman's Peak in the mountains of North Carolina. Ralph then decided to
serve his country by joining the United States Air Force, where he served at
Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, MS, teaching aircraft radar theory and
operations. Following his time in the Air Force, Ralph went to William Carey
College in Mississippi where he received his Bachelor's degree in 1959 and
then on to Southeastern Theological Seminary at Wake Forest, NC, where he
received his Master's of Divinity degree in 1969. 

 

During Ralph's time in the service, he began writing letters back home to his
best friend, Harold Kistler's, sister, Doris, who he adored and the Lord put in
his path. Ralph and Doris fell in love and would become husband and wife in
1962. They were married for over 61 wonderful years serving the Lord in
ministry and starting a family. . 

 



During Ralph's ministerial career he served the following churches:
Hillsborough Baptist Church in Crozet, VA; Grundy Baptist Church in Grundy,
VA; Sharon Baptist Church in Sharon, SC; and Oak View Baptist Church in
Kings Mountain, NC. Even after his formal retirement in 1999, Ralph served
as supply and interim pastor at several churches in the Mooresville, NC area. 

 

Ralph's other passion in life was as an amateur radio operator and his FCC
assigned callsign was N4ACF, which he decided stood "Now 4 All Christian
Fellowship." This hobby brought him friends in several radio clubs,
acquaintances across the world, and he enjoyed it immensely. Ralph also
enjoyed repairing vacuum tube era televisions, radios, and other electronics
for his fellow neighbors and church members. 

 

Ralph was proceeded in death by his parents, Ralph Linwood Sparrow Sr. and
Catherine Templeton Sparrow. 

 

He is survived by his dearly beloved wife of 61 years, Doris Kistler Sparrow of
Mooresville, NC; son Colonel James Sparrow (Sarah), United States Air Force
Retired, of Wasilla, AK; daughter Kimberly Sparrow Nichols (Kenny) of Shelby,
NC; grandson Captain Zechariah Sparrow (Gabrielle) of Lawrence Township,
NJ; granddaughters Catherine Strange and Lydia Strange of Shelby, NC;
Great-granddaughters Aria and Emery Sparrow of Lawrence Township, NJ;
two brothers, Dr. James Sparrow (Doris) of Houston, TX and Dr. John
Sparrow of Mooresville, NC. 

 

The funeral service will be held Saturday, June 22nd, at 11:00am at Berea
Baptist Church in Mooresville, with the visitation beginning one hour before
the service at the church. Burial will follow at Centre Presbyterian Church
Cemetery in Mooresville, the church he grew up in and his family attended for
several generations. 

 



In lieu of flowers, Ralph asked that memorials be made to Berea Baptist
Church, 1015 River Hwy, Mooresville, NC, 28117 or to Samaritan's Purse,
P.O. Box 3000, Boone, NC 28607.



Cemetery Details

Centre Presbyterian Church Cemetery

129 Centre Church Road
Mooresville, NC 28117

Previous Events

Receiving Friends

JUN 22. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Berea Baptist Church
1015 River Hwy
Mooresville, NC 28117

Funeral Service

JUN 22. 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM (ET)

Berea Baptist Church
1015 River Hwy
Mooresville, NC 28117

Graveside Service

JUN 22. 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Centre Presbyterian Church Cemetery
129 Centre Church Road
Mooresville, NC 28117
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Doc Holliday - June 28, 2024 at 09:38 AM

I was a fellow ham operator with Ralph for many years. Doris and
my wife Ruth were friends. We used to attend ham conventions with
them. May God continue to comfort the family with the passing of
Ralph.

Melissa Green - June 23, 2024 at 01:06 AM

Ralph was a great man. I appreciate the calls
and time he spent with my Grandmother Alda
Stutts when she was a shut in and in her
eventual decline. The Stutts and Haire family
are keeping you all in our prayers!

Jim, Doris and John - June 20, 2024 at 04:00 PM

Jim, Doris and John purchased the Lily and Rose
Tribute Spray for the family of Ralph Linwood
Sparrow, Jr..

Jim, Doris and John - June 20, 2024 at 04:00 PM

Jim, Doris and John planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Ralph Linwood
Sparrow, Jr..

https://www.cavin-cook.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cavin-cook.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cavin-cook.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

