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John E. Saunders, Sr. 
 

Rev. John E. Saunders, Sr. of Mooresville passed from this life into eternal life
on Saturday, October 5, 2019. He was born on January 21, 1928 in Paoli,
Indiana to the late Rev. J. Guy Saunders and Nida Cooke Saunders.He
graduated from Covington High School, Covington, VA. After High School he
served in the U.S. Navy from 1946-1948, serving most that time on the U.S.S.
Washington. Returning from his service in the navy he graduated from Mars
Hill Junior College, Mars Hill, NC where he met and married the love of his life
Beverly Graham; Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, TN; and the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY. Rev. Saunders was
ordained to the Gospel Ministry in 1957 and served as the pastor of churches
in Indiana and Maryland. Later he served in ministry positions on the staff of
the Baptist Convention of Maryland, Director of Missions in Missouri and on
the staff of the Florida Baptist Convention. In 1992 he retired but continued to
serve as an interim as pastor at Southside Baptist Church and Derita Baptist
Church in Charlotte and First Baptist Church of Cornelius, as an associational
missionary and on a state Baptist convention staff. John and Beverly finally
retired to their home on Lake Norman in 1996. Rev. Saunders was also active
as a church consultant for many years. In later years he served as missions



pastor at FBC Mooresville and began the Food for Days ministry to help feed
children in local schools at age 80. While serving as the Brotherhood Director
for the Maryland Baptist Convention he was the director of the boy’s camp for
many years where he touched the lives of many boys and young men many of
whom went on the serve as pastors and ministers. Rev. Saunders and his wife
were instrumental in the starting of Coastal Baptist Church in Jacksonville,
Florida. His wisdom and insight were helpful as he worked with pastors and
churches as a consultant for growth.He was predeceased by his parents, his
sister Dorothy Sue Graham, brother Keith Saunders and great-grandson T.J.
Johnson. He is survived by his wife of 71 years Beverly Graham, brother
Joseph Saunders, sister Mary Smith (Thurman), daughter Cathy Oldenburg
(Jerry), son John, Jr. (Sally), daughter Carla Enix (Jim) and daughter Carrie
Holder (Derrick). Also surviving are grandchildren whom he loved very much
and who loved their Papa: Jennifer Greene (Ben), Kristin Kipp, Ryan
Saunders (Crista), Amy Honeycutt (Taylor), Rachel Enix, Jacob Enix, Nicole
Decker (Blaine), Jessica Holder and Deaven Holder; great grandchildren
Ashley and Daniel Nibbana; Haley and Luke Saunders and Merritt Honeycutt
and many nieces and nephews.Rev. Saunders loved to work in his
woodworking shop. He never owned a home that he did not want to re-model.
In recent years he started Papa John’s Candies selling his home-made candy
at the Mooresville Farmer’s Market and making clocks to give to friends and
family. He was a man of many talents which he used for the glory of the Lord
and to share his faith in Jesus.Visitation will be on Tuesday, October 8th from
7 pm – 9 pm at Cavin-Cook Funeral Home, Mooresville. A celebration of his
life will be held on Wednesday, October 9th at 2 pm at First Baptist Church,
Mooresville with Dr. Jerry Cloninger, Dr. Jim Goodson and Dr. John Saunders,
Jr. officiating. In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to Food for Days,
P.O. Box 175, Mooresville, NC 28115 or to First Baptist Church, Mooresville
building fund, 150 South Church Street, Mooresville, NC 28115.Cavin-Cook
Funeral Home, Mooresville, is serving the family of Mr. Saunders.
Condolences may be made to the family at www.cavin-cook.com.





Cemetery Details

Cavin-Cook FH & Crematory

494 E. Plaza Drive
Mooresville, NC 28115

Previous Events

Receiving Friends

OCT 8. 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM (ET)

Cavin-Cook Funeral Home
494 E. Plaza Drive
Mooresville, NC 28115

Memorial Service

OCT 9. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

First Baptist Church-Mooresville
150 S. Church Street
Mooresville, NC 28115
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Pat Lis - October 08, 2019 at 08:51 PM

Uncle John was always full of good thoughts, wisdom, and integrity.
He will be surely missed by us all. Knowing that he now is where he
strived to be, in the hands of our Lord, and certainly looking down
on us, knowing that one day, we shall soon see him again. You will
always be in our hearts and minds, although will miss you, we find
comfort that soon, we shall meet again in Heaven.

Drew Fenical - October 08, 2019 at 08:00 PM

Rev Saunders is a great example of what a Godly man looks like.
His love for people especially children in need is an example for us
all. The beautiful family is in my prayers and heart at this difficult
time.
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Sylvia Todd - October 08, 2019 at 12:50 PM

Beverly, my love and prayers are with you and your family. You and
John have played an important part in my life and I thank you. God
bless you with His peace in the days ahead.

Ginger Feather - October 08, 2019 at 10:30 AM

Beverly and family, What a wonderful man. I am sure the Lord said
welcome "My Good and Faithful Servant",

October 08, 2019 at 10:26 AM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
John Edward Saunders.

Gayle Johnson - October 08, 2019 at 09:45 AM

My condolences to the Saunders family. May
God's loving arms comfort you in your time of
need.

https://www.cavin-cook.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cavin-cook.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sheryl and Steve Peters - October 07, 2019 at 07:00 PM

So sorry for your loss  . Sending
prayers and hugs your way. Love you Carla
Sanders Enix.

October 07, 2019 at 05:12 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of John Edward Saunders.

Cynthia McLaurin - October 07, 2019 at 04:17 PM

Cynthia McLaurin lit a candle in memory of
John Edward Saunders

CM
Cynthia McLaurin - October 07, 2019 at 04:18 PM

Will remember his Sweet and kind Spirit.

https://www.cavin-cook.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.cavin-cook.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Steve Sloop - October 08, 2019 at 07:33 AM

Deepest condolences to the family! When I was teaching Childrens
Sunday School at First Baptist Church Mooresville I knew I could
always go to John with Biblical questions that the children had asked!
Not once did he ever give me the answer but he always told me where
to look in the Bible for the answer! He was always teaching! Loved him
dearl!

  
Steve Sloop

Helena Lineberger - October 07, 2019 at 01:20 PM

Deepest condolences to the family and friend of the dearest, most
caring godly man I've ever known. Reverend Saunders provided
Christmas for our grand nephews and grand nieces for a couple
years when there would have been nothing for them. Sending love,
sympathy, and strength to his beautiful wife and angel companion,
Beverly. Rest in Heaven and please have a good talk with the Lord
for His faithful here on earth


