
Eugene Robert Schwenke
July 23, 1941 - November 21, 2022

Dr. Eugene Robert Schwenke, 81, died peacefully at his home surrounded by
family in Cornelius, North Carolina on November 21, 2022. A Rosary service
and a Funeral Mass will be at 10:00 AM on Saturday, December 3, 2022, at
St. Michael Catholic Church / School in Lincoln, Nebraska. Interment will take
place at 4:00 PM at the Minden Cemetery in Minden, Nebraska. 

 

Eugene 'Gene' Schwenke was born on July 23, 1941, in Minden, Nebraska to
William and Ellen (McMahon) Schwenke. Gene grew up in Minden and
graduated from Minden High School in 1959. Having battled polio as a child,
he was inspired to pursue a career in medicine and graduated from the
University of Nebraska College of Medicine in 1968. After completing his
residency, Gene was one of the physicians who established the Family
Physicians Group in 1972. 

 

Gene spent his life caring for people as a family physician in Lincoln before
turning his focus to Emergency Medicine for the remainder of his career. He
served as Chief of Staff at St. Elizabeth Hospital from 1988-1990. Gene's
passion for helping people didn't end with his patients, as his community was
very important to him. He regularly donated blood to the Community Blood
Bank and volunteered mentoring medical residents at the Lincoln Family
Medicine Residency Program. A devout Catholic, he was a member of St.
Michael's parish and the Knights of Columbus. He enjoyed socializing with his



friends after First Friday Devotions. Gene was an avid fisherman, enjoyed bird
hunting, and watching Husker football and volleyball. He treasured spending
time with family and friends. Gene was a friendly person who enjoyed talking
to anyone about nearly any topic. He could make anyone feel welcome and
important. 

 

Gene was a loving husband to his wife Janice of 54 years and a devoted
father to his three daughters. Survivors include his wife, Janice; his daughters
Piper Schwenke (James) Rhydderch of Seattle, Washington; Stacy (Mike)
Dinges of Davidson, North Carolina; Kathryn Hamm (Barnaby Raikes) and
Nick Hamm of Cornelius, North Carolina. He loved his five grandchildren
dearly: Sarah Dinges, Charley Rhydderch, Anton Hamm, Vivie Hamm and Ella
Hamm; as well as numerous nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death by
his parents, brothers Bill (Dionee) Schwenke, Jack Schwenke, and twin sister
Joan (Lee) Frecks. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorials in Gene's honor are kindly suggested to St.
Michael Catholic Church or to Ruth Davidson Hahn & Company Dance for
Parkinson's. 

 

Cavin-Cook Funeral Home and Crematory, Mooresville, is serving the
Schwenke family. 
Condolences may be sent to the family at www.cavin-cook.com.



Cemetery Details

Cavin-Cook FH & Crematory

494 E. Plaza Drive
Mooresville, NC 28115

Previous Events

Funeral Mass

DEC 3. 10:00 AM.

St. Michael Catholic Church / School

Interment

DEC 3. 4:00 PM.

Minden Cemetery
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Judy Money - December 03, 2022 at 08:13 AM

When Gene walked into a room, it lit up. He was a very caring
person who wanted you to know how important you were to him. His
kind words and compassion came from the heart. He made the
world a much better place. My prayers and sympathy are with Jan
and his beautiful family. May he rest in peace.

Susan Harkins - November 30, 2022 at 12:34 PM

I will miss seeing Gene sitting on the porch with his dog Pearl. After
reading his obituary, I see how humble he was as he once told me
he worked in the health care field. I am very sorry Jan and family for
your loss and will keep you in my prayers. Susan Harkins

Michelle Manning - November 27, 2022 at 09:23 AM

Dr. Schwenke was kind, smart, practical, and helpful to family
medicine residents in Lincoln Nebraska. It was a great day when
you got to interact with Schwenk! Thank you for sharing him with us
and God Bless to you all. Michelle Manning

Stan and Roberta Dinges - November 26, 2022 at 03:00 PM

RIP, Gene. A life well lived. Sympathy and love to the family. 
  

Stan and Roberta Dinges



NW

Nick Workhoven - November 26, 2022 at 02:16 PM

Gene was part of the most intense period of my life, 1964-1968. He
was unfailingly gracious, helpful and empathetic and smiling.
Always smiling. That's how I remember him. My sincere
condolences to his family. 
Nick Workhoven


