
Betty Jo Gabriel Lowrance
August 7, 1928 - April 15, 2017

Betty Jo Gabriel Lowrance, born August 7, 1928, died Saturday morning
April 15 at Trinity Oaks Lutheran Home in Salisbury, North Carolina. Betty Jo
was brought up in the Mooresville Community. She was a graduate of UNC
Greensboro and served for many years as a Home Economics teacher at
Mooresville Senior High School until her retirement. She was one of the first
women Elders to serve Prospect Presbyterian Church, from which she retired
as an Elder Emeritus. In her later years, she was one of the founding
members of the Quilting Guild, and the Book Club. Betty Jo, fondly known as
BJ, and her late husband, Bill, distributed Meals on Wheels in the Mooresville
area. Both were named "Ambassadors" of the Mooresville Chamber
Association. A hard worker in church and her community, BJ was a life long
learner; she had a lot of wisdom to share, however she always made time to
listen to others, especially her grandchildren. BJ never thought she knew it all,
and was open to learning from the very people she taught; she asked many
questions and explored many answers. BJ taught her grandchildren to plant
lemon balm and peppermint in their gardens, how to make fairy houses from
bark and moss, as well as how to splash real good in the branch. She showed
them how to plant flowers all around their yards and delighted in taking them
for a cone of Deluxe ice-cream. For years BJ was an avid walker and was
able to talk to anyone she met and often did just that. She especially enjoyed
conversing with her former students, some of whose children she taught as
well. BJ was a devoted supporter of the Mooresville Public Library and could



often be seen checking out a new stack of books. Betty Jo was a domestic
artist who could turn a bouquet of wildflowers or a dish of macaroni and
cheese into a masterpiece. Meals were cooked in love and were treated as an
experience meant to entice and delight all of the senses. When dinner was
over and family returned home, BJ could be found on a Saturday night
wrapped in the arms of her beloved Bill, dancing in the den to the nostalgic
tunes of Lawrence Welk's show. Betty Jo was preceded in death by two of her
sons, Jeff and Tim, and her husband Bill, who died one year ago. She is
survived by cousin Gaile Patrick, who often delighted in BJ’s wisdom and
advice, Gaile's husband, Phil, son Will and daughter-in-law Becca, daughter-
in-law Anne Lowrance, grandchildren Jessica and Orlando Rivera, Grady
Kiser-Lowrance, Kelly Rote, Claire and Joel Tomkinson, Casey and Josh
McMullen, Erin and Luke Harwood, Joseph Kiser-Lowrance, two great-
granddaughters Eila and Noelle, nephew Bob Gabriel and family, and cousin
Becky Weemhoff and family. Special thanks to Danny and Ozella, and Linda
and Werner, who were faithful visitors to Trinity Oaks, and to all of BJ's kith
and kin and Church Circle members who travelled to Salisbury to see her.
Very deep appreciation is given to the Administration and Staff of Trinity Oaks,
who honored Betty Jo with their patience and loving kindness as if she was
their own "Mother". Visitation is Thursday April 20, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at
Cavin-Cook Funeral Home in Mooresville. Her memorial service will be Friday,
April 21 at 11:00 a.m. at Prospect Presbyterian Church in Mooresville. In lieu
of flowers, you are invited to support Trinity Oaks Lutheran Home or the
Alzheimer's Association. Cavin-Cook Funeral Home, Mooresville, is serving
the Lowrance family. Condolences may be made to the family at www.cavin-c
ook.com.
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Gene Millsaps - April 24, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Betty was special to our community and our schools. We pray
for her peace and for her family's comfort.

Gene Millsaps - April 24, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Betty was special to our community and our schools. We pray
for her peace and for her family's comfort.

Beth Randall - April 22, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs Lowrance was my home room teacher and was such a kind and
gentle person. Her son Jeff was one of my favorite preachers.
Prayers for the family.
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Beth Randall - April 22, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs Lowrance was my home room teacher and was such a kind and
gentle person. Her son Jeff was one of my favorite preachers.
Prayers for the family.

Vanessa Gill Campbell - April 19, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance was my teacher at MHS and a friend of the
Mooresville Public Library, where I work as a Librarian. We always
enjoyed her visit and wisdom with a smile and the pep in her
steps(a fast walker). We will ALL miss her.To the
family...Remembering you with special thoughts and prayers during
this time.

bobbi dougherty - April 19, 2017 at 12:00 AM

She was so loved and will be immensley missed. Peace.
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Willie Beaver - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

My deepest sympathy to the entire Lowrance Family.Betty Joe was
one of the sweetest people I was blessed to know and teach
with.God bless her remaining family

April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance was a special person and one of the most loved.She
taught me Home Economics in 1965. When I would see her out in
the stores around Mooresville she always knew me and always
asked me about my sister that she also taught.She was the
best....God Bless the family and may all those memories help you
through this time. Wanda Walker Golden

Suzanne Markofski - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

A true southern lady! She was so kind and always had a smile for
everyone-she will be missed by all who knew and loved her!

Mary Ann Flowers - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance and her husband Bill were married on the same day
and year as my parents. She taught me Home Economics at MHS
and was very patient with my limited sewing skills! May the angels
fly her up to heaven and may God bless her family in this time of
grief.
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Tawanna Tucker - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs Lowrance had such a sweet spirit and a beautiful soul. she was
my teacher and friend. I was always met with a smile and love and
kindness. I know she will be missed my so many.

Vicki Foster - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance was my absolute favorite teacher in school. I am
sorry to hear of her passing, but it sounds like she led a full and
happy life. Praying for her family during this time!

Barbara Whittington - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

BJ, as she asked me to call her when I visited her at the nursing
home, was one of the kindest ladies I have ever known. My two
sisters and I visited Bill and BJ on a monthly basis, and BJ was
always pulling up a chair trying to make us comfortable!! She was
so thoughtful and caring and loved Bill dearly!!
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Mrs. Lowrance was a special person and one of the most loved.She
taught me Home Economics in 1965. When I would see her out in
the stores around Mooresville she always knew me and always
asked me about my sister that she also taught.She was the
best....God Bless the family and may all those memories help you
through this time. Wanda Walker Golden

Suzanne Markofski - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

A true southern lady! She was so kind and always had a smile for
everyone-she will be missed by all who knew and loved her!

Mary Ann Flowers - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance and her husband Bill were married on the same day
and year as my parents. She taught me Home Economics at MHS
and was very patient with my limited sewing skills! May the angels
fly her up to heaven and may God bless her family in this time of
grief.
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Mrs Lowrance had such a sweet spirit and a beautiful soul. she was
my teacher and friend. I was always met with a smile and love and
kindness. I know she will be missed my so many.
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Vicki Foster - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance was my absolute favorite teacher in school. I am
sorry to hear of her passing, but it sounds like she led a full and
happy life. Praying for her family during this time!

Barbara Whittington - April 18, 2017 at 12:00 AM

BJ, as she asked me to call her when I visited her at the nursing
home, was one of the kindest ladies I have ever known. My two
sisters and I visited Bill and BJ on a monthly basis, and BJ was
always pulling up a chair trying to make us comfortable!! She was
so thoughtful and caring and loved Bill dearly!!

Ron Mercer - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

When I look up "Southern Lady" in the dictionary, there is a photo of
Betty Jo Lowrance. Such a wonderful, gracious, generous lady. At
the Blue Devil Band Christmas Concert in 1982, we hand a
fundraising drawing for a handcrafted quilt. Before hanging it on the
curtain at the back of the stage, I noticed a couple of soiled spots.I
went up to the Home Ec room, and asked Betty Jo what to do.To my
surprise she got a dampened dish towel and a bar of white soap.In
no time the soiled spots were removed.Love you, Betty JoWhat a
wonderful woman.- Ron Mercer

Virginia Lee Buckley - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance was my Home Economics teacher. She taught us so
much in various ways to help us in our future years. She was a
beautiful, caring and thoughtful lady.
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Lucretia Sperry - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance was my most favorite teacher at MHS class of 75.
She taught me so much in home ec class. When I would have an
open class time she let me come into home ec classroom for extra
time with her or she would help me with extra projects. I almost
went into home ec for college because of my love for her. But went
into another direction that gave me a very rewarding career. I have
never forgotten her. If she passed from Alzheimer's I am so sorry.
My mother in law is now in late stage Alzheimer's and now in long
term care. May God bless your family

Frances Crisco Barkley - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

She taught skills for a lifetime - such a great teacher. I fondly
remember the fun trips with her and her husband to FHA
conventions. I considered her a special friend long after graduating
from MHS. Prayers for her family.

vickie pinney - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance was so good to me and had so much love in her it
spilled over to this hate full world. Gone but never forgotten.

Cindy Bradford - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Lowrance was my favorite high school teacher. I always
remember her fondly and also remember and still use some of the
things we discussed in class! Her influence on her students has
lasted a lifetime!! One can only hope to live a life as well as she did!!
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Sylvia Spury - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

I am truly blessed and a better person just for knowing Betty. She
was one of the kindest, honest and sweetest woman I have ever
had the pleasure of working and spending time with. Thank you for
your love and friendship sweet Betty! I know you are happy now
with Bill, Jeff, Tim and so many of your loved ones in heaven. RIP
xoxo

Megan Morrow Lynch - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Betty was an amazing woman who loved teaching and life! She was
my homeroom teacher in high school and always had time to speak
when she saw me later in life. I will always remember her grace and
genuine nature.

Cynthia Smithdeal - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

One of my favorite teachers and sweetest Ladies I have known. She
was always so friendly and kind whenever I would see her. I still use
some of the recipes that she gave us to make during Home
Economics class. Her sweet smile will be missed so much for so
many. My deepest condolences and prayers for comfort for her
family.
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My mother in law is now in late stage Alzheimer's and now in long
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She taught skills for a lifetime - such a great teacher. I fondly
remember the fun trips with her and her husband to FHA
conventions. I considered her a special friend long after graduating
from MHS. Prayers for her family.
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Megan Morrow Lynch - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

Betty was an amazing woman who loved teaching and life! She was
my homeroom teacher in high school and always had time to speak
when she saw me later in life. I will always remember her grace and
genuine nature.

Cynthia Smithdeal - April 17, 2017 at 12:00 AM

One of my favorite teachers and sweetest Ladies I have known. She
was always so friendly and kind whenever I would see her. I still use
some of the recipes that she gave us to make during Home
Economics class. Her sweet smile will be missed so much for so
many. My deepest condolences and prayers for comfort for her
family.


